Since the establishment of New China, the Chinese government has been making efforts to develop economically and to eliminate poverty. Strictly speaking, however, large-scale poverty alleviation efforts were not proposed or implemented until the beginning of the reform and opening. The policy started in the West, and since it has only become more focused on the Western region. After thirty years of effort, poverty alleviation in the West has made remarkable achievements. The impoverished population has reduced by 90.3 percent, from 108.975 million in 1978 to 13.7 million in 2006, and the incidence of poverty has reduced by 37.12 percent, from 41.92 percent to 4.8 percent. Moreover, the living conditions of those who have yet to be lifted out of poverty have improved.
Poverty in the West at the Beginning of the Reform and Opening
At the beginning of the reform and opening, the proportion of the impoverished population in China was higher than the global average, even when measured by a lower standard than that which is used globally.
1 Poverty in the rural West during the 1980s can generally be described as large-scale, high incidence, and deep.
Large-Scale Impoverishment
During the 1980s, the rural poor were primarily concentrated in 18 areas. As shown in Table 6 .1, nine of these poverty areas, involving 249 counties, were located in the West, accounting for 50 percent of li zhou the 18 areas and 48.4 percent of the impoverished counties, respectively. Two of the 18 impoverished areas were considered to be extremely poor. These were the arid area of the Loess Plateau and the karst landscapes of Yunnan, Guangxi, and Guizhou, the so-called "Western Three" ( ). Both of these extremely impoverished areas were located in the West. 
